Use of subperiosteal implants with distal filling ports in the correction of the atrophic alveolar ridge.
A subperiosteal tissue expander with a filling port attached to the distal end of the prosthesis has been successfully used on 10 patients during the past 2 years. The design has resulted in eliminating the dehiscence problem encountered when the midline incision was used to insert the original expander and its centrally placed filling port. The ability to use a bilateral incision or expander insertion has minimized the incidence of inferior alveolar nerve damage in the severely atrophic mandible.